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Australia’s ports industry handles 99% of Australia’s trade volume

1.6+ 

Billion tonnes

Annual trade volume

694k+
Facilitated local jobs

$650
Billion

Annual trade value

Source: “State of Trade 2024”, Ports Australia 2024, p. 5.

1 in 20
Australian jobs

https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/64b93e7050a85c306292e4b7/66da8f4b7c00883379c6d117_Ports%20Australia%20State%20of%20Trade_Full%20Report.pdf
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Australia’s paperless trade journey has significant challenges

Source: “Simplified Trade System: Progress and Opportunities”, Simplified Trade System Implementation Taskforce 2023, p. 5.

Opaque & inconsistent 
processes

Lack of access to information

Border delaysDuplicative processesInflexible technology

Complex regulations

https://www.austrade.gov.au/en/news-and-analysis/publications-and-reports/sts-progress-and-opportunities-august-2023#:~:text=This%20document%20outlines%20the%20Simplified%20Trade%20System%20(STS)%20reforms,%20and
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MLETR is a key dimension of creating paperless trade environments 

MLEC (1996)

MLES (2001)

MLETR (2017)

MLIT (2022)

Key 
features

Functional equivalence

Clear ETR requirements

Model neutrality

Uniform interpretation

Technology neutrality

MLETR is one of four UNCITRAL Model Laws designed to advance 
digitalization in commerce, including trade.

Source: “Texts and Status: Electronic Commerce”, UNCITRAL 2024.

https://uncitral.un.org/en/texts/ecommerce/modellaw/electronic_transferable_records
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Countries across the world are embracing MLETR

A diverse range of countries have successfully adopted MLETR, including: 

Bahrain Belize France Kiribati Papua New 
Guinea

Paraguay Singapore Timor Leste United Arab 
Emirates

United 
Kingdom

MLETR is also becoming a feature of Trade Agreements, including:

The Singapore – Australia Digital 
Economy Agreement (DEA) – 

Article 8.4 

The Digital Economic Partnership 
Agreement (DEPA) – Article 2.3 

The Australia – UK Free Trade 
Agreement (AUKFTA) – Article 

14.4 

Source: “MLETR Tracker”, UN ESCAP & ICC 2024. Source: “Consultation to inform options for implementing the Model Law on Electronic Transferable Records in Australia”, Attorney-General’s Department 2024.

https://www.digitalizetrade.org/MLETR#:~:text=The%20UNCITRAL%20Model%20Law%20on%20Electronic%20Records%20(MLETR)%20aims%20to
https://consultations.ag.gov.au/international-relations/mletr/user_uploads/mletr_consultation-paper.pdf
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Countries across the world are embracing MLETR

Source: “MLETR Tracker”, UN ESCAP & ICC 2024.

UN ESCAP and the ICC are tracking the progress for implementation worldwide.

https://www.digitalizetrade.org/MLETR#:~:text=The%20UNCITRAL%20Model%20Law%20on%20Electronic%20Records%20(MLETR)%20aims%20to
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MLETR contributes to the well-understood benefits of digitalization

Trade 
in Asia

Processing
time

Transaction 
times

Transaction costs

36% 44% 91% 80%

USD 1 trillion by 2026
across the Commonwealth of Nations

Source: “Quantitative Analysis of the Move to Paperless Trade”, The Commonwealth Secretariate 2022, p. v. Source: “Estimating the Benefits of Cross-Border Paperless Trade”, UN ESCAP 2014.

https://production-new-commonwealth-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2022-04/Quantitative_Analysis_of_the_Move_to_Paperless_Trade_UPDF%20(3).pdf?VersionId=lavpVx8RNZqWF17D0XY5B0HfkvbrXMr4
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Benefits%20of%20Cross-Border%20Paperless%20Trade.pdf


8

Copyright © 2024 Ernst & Young Australia. All Rights Reserved. Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Stan dards Legislation 

Information Classification: General

Copyright © 2024 Ernst & Young Australia. All Rights Reserved. Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Stan dards Legislation 

MLETR would accelerate maritime supply chain digitalisation 

$741
Billion

Annual trade valueSTS Implementation Taskforce 
established – July 2021

First international commitment to 
implement MLETR – August 2020

AGD opened consultations on 
MLETR – Sept 2024 

+14%
With Paperless Trade

Source: “Consultation to inform options for implementing the Model Law on Electronic Transferable Records in Australia”, Attorney-General’s Department 2024.

https://consultations.ag.gov.au/international-relations/mletr/user_uploads/mletr_consultation-paper.pdf
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How might we Trade Together in a unified approach?

Source: “The journey to digitalisation requires mapping paperless trade solutions to navigating adoption hurdles”, EY TradeWatch Issue 2 2024, pp. 6-7.

1
Discover

2
Diagnose

4
Deliver

3
Decide

https://www.ey.com/content/dam/ey-unified-site/ey-com/en-gl/services/tax/documents/ey-gl-tradewatch-issue-2-global-insights-08-2024.pdf#:~:text=1%20|%20TradeWatch%20Issue%202%202024%20Insights%20Global%20Effective%20outsourcing
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Thank you
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Enabled by data and technology, diverse EY teams in 
over 150 countries provide trust through assurance and 
help clients grow, transform and operate. 

Working across assurance, consulting, law, strategy, tax 
and transactions, EY teams ask better questions to find 
new answers for the complex issues facing our world 
today.
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